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IX.— Extract of a Letter received from Captain Stokes, of H.M, 
Steam-vessel Acheron, dated 13th June, 1848, at Simons 
Bay. (Communicated by the Admiralty.) 

[Read Jan. 8th, 1849.] 

Among the most important projects afloat for the improvement 
of this colony may be mentioned the establishment of exten- 
sive cotton-plantations at Port Natal and its vicinity. The 
plant is obtained both indigenous and from foreign seed : the 
preference seems awarded to the native production, some 
specimens of which, recently exhibited at Graham's Town, are 
reported to be worth at least Is. per pound. The cultivation 
of indigo has also been attempted. 



X. — The Country of the Free Laos. By Dr. Gutzlaff. 
(Communicated by Sir George Staunton.) 

[Read December 11, 1843.] 

None of the nations of Asia has attracted so little attention as 
this numerous race, though they have a written national his- 
tory which commences a few years subsequent to our sera. 
They have silently spread over the whole interior of the penin- 
sula which they inhabit, penetrated through the densest 
forests, and subsequently cleared the land of its gigantic trees 
and luxuriant vegetation. They have likewise become expert 
miners, and have produced the greater part of the gold, silver, 
and copper which now circulate in Annam, China, and Siam. 

They are divided into many tribes, which speak nearly the 
same language, with slight variations, and they have attained 
very different degrees of civilisation. In the north they extend 
to the mountains of Yun-nan, Kweichoo, Hoonan, and Kwangse, 
where they are known under the names of Yaou, Meantsze, 
and Lolos. A great part of them have yielded to Chinese 
civilisation, and become subject to the sway of the mandarins, 
whilst other tribes in the more remote recesses of the country 
retain their independence, and show a fierce spirit of resistance. 
On the borders of China and the peninsula they are distri- 
buted in numerous townships, with scarcely any connexion 
among them. They are peaceful and industrious, but when 
goaded to opposition, defend themselves with the resolution 
of despair. Towards Assam, where they have intermixed with 
the western tribes on the frontiers of Tibet, they are most 
rude and uncivilised, and often engage in feuds with their 
southern neighbours. We know them there as Moamareas, 
Nagas, Khamties, Singphoos, &c. All along the Irawaddy, 
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